
The result of these low family in c omes in Wayne County i3 

l ow pur chasing power, heavily burdened welfare rolls, and in

creased demands on the tax dollar. Evid e ntly the large rural 

popul ation throughout the county raises large quantities of 

f ood for home consumption. But e ven if the 49.7 per ce nt of 

th e families with less than $ 3 ,000 a nnual incomes raised most 

of th eir food, their meager incom e s would hardly cover o th er 

costs of th e necessities of ev e ryday life, es p ecially in the 

pr ese nt period of spiraling inflation . 

L ow family inc o mes o nly p o int to the need f o r a b e tter 

educa t ed p o pul a tion, with th e n e c e ssar y skills to c ommand 

higher wages from industry. Of course, if th e l a b o r supply 

was highly skill e d a nd ther e w e r e no jobs, th e n th e c ounty 

would stand to l o s e these pe o ple. Ther e fore, th e t a sk b e 

comes twofold. On e job is t o train the labor force and the 

second is to obtain new industry to e mploy them. A conc e rned 

effor t on the part of the co unty a nd c it y gov e rnments and 

pri vate industry to incr ea s e in c om e s o f th e p eo ple wo uld also 

result in larg e r t a xe s f o r th e c ount y a nd c iti e s involv e d. 

C. Future Popul a ti o n 

It is imp o rt a nt 

th e futur e p o pul a ti o n 

t o Way n e Co unt y th a t s o me insi g ht int o 

b e ga in e d . Knowl e dg e of wh a t th e futur e 

may h o ld f o r Way n e Co unt y will b e us e ful in pl a nnin g f o r 

r ec r ea ti o n, s c h oo l s , publi c we lf a r e , publi c h ea lth, a nd publi c 

saf e t y fa c iliti es th a t will b e n ee d e d a s th e p o p u l a ti o n in

c r e a se s. Th e r e i s n o pr ec i se o r e xa c t me th o d o f f o r e t e llin g 

wh a t th e exac t p o pul a ti o n o f a n y a re a may b e a t a g iv e n tim e . 

But, b y u s in g p as t a nd pr ese nt p o pul a ti o n tr e nd s w ith a dju s t

me nts f o r a nti c ip a t e d d e v e l o p me nt s , r easo n a bl y acc ur a t e p o pu

lati o n pr o j ec ti o n ca n be ma d e . It s h ou ld be full y u nd e r s t oo d 

th a t a t b es t th ese pr ojec ti o n s are o nl y es t ima t es of th e 

fut u r e popu l a tion o f Wa y n e C ou n ty . 

Be f o r e a ny a tt e mpt 

fut u r e popul a ti o n , t h e 

is ma d e i n proj ec tin g Wa y n e Cou nt y's 

f o ll owin g as sump ti o n s mu st b e mad e : 
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